Children’s Literature for Mathematics

by Jeanne White, Ed.D.

Multicultural Themes

Cave, Kathryn.  (2002).  One child, one seed: A South African counting book.  New York: Henry Holt & Company.

Feelings, Muriel. (1971).  Moja means one:  Swahili counting book.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers. 

Grifalconi, Ann.  (1986).  The village of round and square homes.  New York:  Little, Brown Young Readers.  
Schmandt-Besserat, Denise. (1999). The history of counting.  New York:  Scholastic. 
Tompert, Ann.  (1990).  Grandfather Tang’s story:  A tale told with tangrams.  New York:  Crown Publishers.    
Math Poems

Franco, Betsy.  (2003).  Mathematickles.  New York:  Aladdin 
Paperbacks.

Franco, Betsy.  (2004).  Counting our way to the 100th day.  New York:  Margaret


K. McElderry Books.

Hopkins, Lee Bennett.  (1997).  Marvelous math.  New York:  Aladdin Paperbacks.

Michelson, Richard.  (2000).  Ten times better.  New York:  Marshall Cavendish.  
Problem Solving
Adler, David.  (2007).  You can, toucan, math.  New York:  Holiday House.

Scieszka, Jon and Smith, Lane.  (1995).  The math curse.  New York:  Penguin Books.

Sorting

Murphy, Stuart J.  (2004).  Tally O’Malley.  New York:  Harper Collins.

Reid, Margarette S.  (1990).  The button box.  New York:  Puffin Unicorn Bks.
Doubling

Birch, David.  (1988).  The king’s chessboard.  New York:  Penguin Group.  
Demi.  (1997).  One grain of rice.  New York:  Scholastic Press. 

Dodds, Dayle A.  (2004).  Minnie’s Diner:  A multiplying menu.  Cambridge:  
Candlewick Press. 
Hong, Lily Toy.  (1993).  Two of everything.  New York:  Harcourt Brace.
Counting 
Aker, Suzanne.  (1990).  What comes in 2’s, 3’s & 4s?  New York:  Simon &


Schuster.   

Andreasen, Dan.  (2007).  The baker’s dozen.  New York:  Henry Holt.  
Aylesworth, Jim.  (1988).  One crow:  A counting rhyme.  New York:  Harper


& Row, Publishers.

Capucilli, Alyssa.  (2004).  Mrs. McTats and her houseful of cats.  New York:  Aladdin. 
Carle, Eric.  (1969).  The very hungry caterpillar.  New York:  Philomel Books.

Carle, Eric.  (1972).  Rooster’s off to see the world.  New York:  Simon & Schuster.
Carle, Eric.  (2005).  Ten little rubber ducks.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.
Crews, Donald.  (1968).  Ten black dots.  New York:  Greenwillow Books.

Ehlert, Lois.  (1990).  Fish eyes:  A book you can count on.  Orlando, FL:  


Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.  

Falwell, Cathryn.  (1993).  Feast for 10.  New York:  Clarion Books.  
Giganti, Paul.  (1992).  Each orange had 8 slices.  New York:  Greenwillow Books.

Giganti, Paul.  (1988).  How many snails?  New York:  Greenwillow Books.

Grossman, Bill. (1996).  My little sister ate one hare.  New York:  Scholastic.  
Grossman, V. & Long, S.  (1991).  Ten little rabbits.  San Francisco:  Chronicle Books.

Hutchins, Pat.  (1982).  1 hunter.  New York:  Greenwillow Books.  

Johnson, Stephen T.  (1998).  City by numbers.   New York:  Viking.

Jonas, Ann.  (1995).  Splash!  New York:  Greenwillow Books.  

Layne, S. and Layne, D.  (2008).  Number 1 teacher:  A school counting book.  Chelsea, 
MI:  Sleeping Bear Press.
Lewin, Betsy.  (1981).  Cat count.  New York:  Scholastic.

Long, Lynette.  (1996).  Domino addition.  New York:  Scholastic. 
Martin Jr, Bill and Sampson, Michael.  (2004).  Chicka, chicka 1, 2, 3.  New York:


Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers.  

McGrath, Barbara B.  (1998).  More M & M’s chocolate candies math.  Watertown, MA:


Charlesbridge.

McGrath, Barbara B.  (1994).  The  M & M’s counting book.  Watertown, MA:


Charlesbridge.

McNamara, Margaret.  (2007).  How many seeds in a pumpkin?  New York:  Schwartz & 
Wade Books.  
Milich, Zoran.  (2005).  City 123.  Tonawanda, NY:  Kids Can Press.

Napier, Matt.  (2005).  Hat tricks count: A hockey number book.  Chelsea, MI:  Sleeping Bear Press.

Pallotta, Jerry.  (2004).  Icky bug numbers.  New York:  Scholastic.
Pallotta, Jerry.  (2000).  Reese’s pieces count by fives.  New York:  Scholastic.
Pinczes, Elinor.  (1996).  Arctic fives arrive.  New York:  Scholastic.

Pittman, Helena Clare.  (1994).  Counting Jennie.  Minneapolis, MN:  Carolrhoda Books.  
Schlein, Miriam.  (1996).  More than one.  New York:  Scholastic.

Sierra, Judy.  (1997).  Counting crocodiles.  New York:  Scholastic.

Soderberg, Erin.  (2001).  Count to 100 with the NBA.  Scholastic.

Sturges, Philemon.  (1995).  Ten flashing fireflies.  New York:  North-South Books.

Swinburne, Stephen.  (2000).  What’s a pair?  What’s a dozen?  Honesdale, PA:  Boyds Mills Press.  
Wormell, Christopher.  (2004).  Teeth, tails and tentacles:  An animal counting book.  
New York:  Scholastic.  
Grouping Numbers
Tang, Greg.  (2001).  The grapes of math.  New York:  Scholastic. (ages 7-12)

Tang, Greg.  (2002).  Math for all seasons.  New York:  Scholastic. (ages 5-8)

Tang, Greg.  (2003).  Math appeal.  New York:  Scholastic. (ages 7-12)

Tang, Greg.  (2003).  MATH-terpieces.  New York:  Scholastic. (ages 5-12)

Tang, Greg.  (2004)  Math fables.  New York:  Scholastic. (ages 3-6)

Tang, Greg.  (2005)  Math potatoes.  New York:  Scholastic. (ages 7-12)

Tang, Greg.  (2007)  Math fables too.  New York:  Scholastic. (ages 3-6)

Number Sentences/Addition & Subtraction

Bemelmans, Ludwig.  (1939).  Madeline.  New York:  Simon & Schuster.

Garland, Michael.  (2007).  How many mice?  New York:  Dutton Children’s Books. 
Merriam, Eve.  (1993).  12 ways to get to 11.  New York:  Simon & Schuster.

Nagda, Ann Whitehead.  (2005).  Panda math:  Learning about subtraction from Hua Mei and Mei Sheng.  New York:  Henry Holt and Co.  
Pallotta, Jerry.  (2002).  The Hershey’s Kisses subtraction book.  New York:  Scholastic. 
Slobodkina, Esphyr.  (1940).  Caps for sale.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.
Young, Ed.  (1992).  Seven blind mice.  New York:  Scholastic.

100th Day of School

Cuyler, Margery.  (2000).  100th day worries.  New York:  Aladdin Paperbacks.

Franco, Betsy.  (2004).  Counting our way to the 100th day.  New York:  Margaret


K. McElderry Books.
Kasza, Keiko.  (1987).  The wolf’s chicken stew.  New York:  The Putnam & Grosset Group.  
McGrath, Barbara B.  (2003).  The  M & M’s count to one hundred book.  Watertown, 
MA:  Charlesbridge.

Pinczes, Elinor.  (1993).  One hundred hungry ants.  New York:  Scholastic.

Sloat, Teri.  (1991).  From one to one hundred.  New York:  Puffin Unicorn Books.  

Wells, Rosemary.  (2000).  Emily’s first 100 days of school.  New York:  Hyperion Paperbacks. 
Multiplication

Calvert, Pam.  (2006).  Multiplying menace:  The revenge of Rumpelstiltskin.  
Watertown:  Charlesbridge.  

Mathews, Louise.  (1978).  Bunches and bunches of bunnies.  New York:


Scholastic. 

Michelson, Richard.  (2000).  Ten times better.  New York:  Marshall Cavendish.  

Murphy, Stuart J.  (2003).  The sundae scoop.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.  

Neuschwander, Cindy.  (1998).  Amanda Bean’s amazing dream.  New York:  

Scholastic Press. 
Pallotta, Jerry.  (2004).  Hershey’s chocolate math from addition to multiplication.


New York:  Scholastic.  

Tang, Greg.  (2002)  The best of times.  New York:  Scholastic. 
Division

Berenstain, Jan & Stan.  (1987).  Berenstain bears and the  trouble at school.  New York:  Random House.

Dodds, Dayle A.  (1999).  The great divide:  A mathematical marathon.  Cambridge, 
MA:  Candlewick Press.

Hutchins, Pat.  (1986).  The doorbell rang.  New York:  Greenwillow Books.

Nagda, Ann Whitehead.  (2007).  Cheetah math:  Learning about division from baby 
cheetahs.  New York:  Henry Holt and Co.  
Pallotta, Jerry.  (2003).  Hershey’s Kisses multiplication and division.  New York:  
Scholastic. 

Pinczes, Elinor.  (1995).  A remainder of one.  New York:  Houghton Mifflin.

Ziefert, Harriet.  (1998).  Rabbit and Hare divide an apple.  New York:  Puffin Books. 
Fractions
Adler, David A.  (1996).  Fraction fun.  New York:  Holiday House.

Hutchins, Pat.  (1986).  The doorbell rang.  New York:  Greenwillow Books.

Leedy, Loreen.  (1994).  Fraction action.  New York:  Scholastic.

McGrath, Barbara.  (2000).  Skittles riddles math.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge.  
McMillan, Bruce.  (1991).  Eating fractions.  New York:  Scholastic.

Murphy, Stuart J.  (1996).  Give me half.  New York:  Scholastic.

Pallotta, Jerry.  (1999).  The Hershey’s fractions book.  New York:  Scholastic.  

Pinczes, Elinor J.  (2001).  Inchworm and a half.  New York:  Houghton Mifflin.

Odd and Even
Cristaldi, Kathryn.  (1996).  Even Steven and Odd Todd.  New York:  Scholastic.

Hall, Pamela.  (2003).  The odds get even.  Los Angeles:  Piggy Toes Press.
Murphy, Stuart J.  (2001).  Missing mittens.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers. 
Pallotta, Jerry.  (2001).  Underwater counting-even numbers.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge Publishing.  

Pallotta, Jerry.  (2005).  Ocean counting-odd numbers.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge


Publishing.  
Pinczes, Elinor.  (1995).  A remainder of one.  New York:  Houghton Mifflin Company.

Estimation

Clement, Rod.  (1991).  Counting on Frank.  Milwaukee, WI:  Gareth Stevens Children’s Books.  

McNamara, Margaret.  (2007).  How many seeds in a pumpkin?  New York:  Schwartz & 
Wade Books.  
Murphy, Stuart J.  (1997).  Betcha!  New York:  Scholastic.

Geometry

Adler, David A.  (1998).  Shape up.  New York:  Holiday House.

Burns, Marilyn.  (1994).  The greedy triangle.  New York:  Scholastic.

Friedman, Aileen.  (1994).  A cloak for the dreamer.  New York:  Scholastic. 
(tessellations, angles)
Glass, Julie.  (1998).  The fly on the ceiling.  New York:  Random House.  (coordinates)
Hoban, Tana.  (1974).  Circles, triangles and squares.  New York:  Macmillan


Publishing.

Hopkinson, Deborah.  (1993).  Sweet Clara and the freedom quilt.  New York:  Dragonfly Books. (tessellations, patterns, symmetry & maps)

Johnson, Stephen T.  (1998).  City by numbers.  New York:  Viking.  (shapes)

Johnston, Tony.  (1985).  The quilt story.  New York:  The Putnam & Grosset


Group.  (tessellations, patterns & symmetry)

Jonas, Ann.  (1987).  Reflections.  New York:  Greenwillow Books.  (transformations)

Jonas, Ann.  (1983).  Round trip.  New York:  Greenwillow Books.  (transformations)

Micklethwait, Lucy.  (2004).  I spy:  Shapes in art.  New York:  Harper Collins.  
Murphy, Stuart J.  (2002).  Racing around.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.

(perimeter)

Murphy, Stuart J.  (2000).  Let’s fly a kite.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.

(symmetry)

Murphy, Stuart J.  (2002).  Bug dance.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.  (direction words)

Neuschwander, Cindy.  (2006).  Sir Cumference and the Isle of Immeter.  Watertown:  
Charlesbridge.  (area and perimeter)

Neuschwander, Cindy.  (2005).  Mummy math.  New York:  Henry Holt.  (solids)

Neuschwander, Cindy.  (2003).  Sir Cumference and the sword in the cone.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge Publishing.  (solids)

Neuschwander, Cindy.  (2001).  Sir Cumference and the great knight of Angleland.  New 
York:  Henry Holt and Co.  (circles)

Neuschwander, Cindy.  (1999).  Sir Cumference and the dragon of pi.  Watertown, MA:  


Charlesbridge Publishing.  (discovering pi)

Neuschwander, Cindy.  (1997).  Sir Cumference and the first round table.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge Publishing.  (radius, diameter, circumference)

Pilegard, Virginia W.  (2004).  The warlord’s kites.  Gretna, LA:  Pelican Publishing.  
(area)
Pilegard, Virginia W.  (2000).  The warlord’s puzzle.  Gretna, LA:  Pelican Publishing.  
(tangrams)
Polacco, Patricia.  (1988).  The keeping quilt.  New York:  Simon & Schuster Books.

(tessellations, symmetry & patterns)
Shaw, Charles G.  (1947).  It looked like spilt milk.  New York:  Harper Collins.  
(asymmetry) 
Stevenson, Robert Louis.  (1988).  Block city.  New York:  E.P. Dutton.  (solids)

Tompert, Ann.  (1990).  Grandfather Tang’s story:  A tale told with tangrams.  New York:  Crown Publishers.    
Measurement
Adler, David A.  (1999).  How tall, how short, how faraway.  New York:  Holiday House.
Briggs, Raymond.  (1970).  Jim and the beanstalk.  New York:  Scholastic Inc.  (linear measurement)
Burns, Marilyn.  (1997).  Spaghetti and meatballs for all!  New York:  Scholastic.  (area and perimeter).  

Cleary, Brian.  (2008).  On the scale, a weighty tale.  Minneapolis, MN:  Millbrook Press. 
Harris, Nicholas.  (2004).  How big?  Canada:  Flying Frog Publishing

Hillman, Ben.  (2007).  How big is it?  New York:  Scholastic.

Jenkins, Steve.  (2005).  Prehistoric actual size.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company.

Jenkins, Steve.  (2004).  Actual size.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company.

Jenkins, Steve.  (1998).  Hottest, coldest, highest, deepest.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin 
Company.

Leedy, Loreen.  (1997).  Measuring Penny.  New York:  Henry Holt and Co.

Myller, Rolf.  (1962).  How big is a foot?  New York:  Dell Publishing.
Pallotta, Jerry.  (2002).  Hershey’s weights and measures.  New York:  Scholastic.
Pallotta, Jerry.  (2005).  Sharks:  Big, bigger, biggest.  New York:  Scholastic.

Pallotta, Jerry.  (2006).  Snakes:  Long, longer, longest.  New York:  Scholastic.

Schwartz, David M.  (1999).  If you hopped like a frog.  New York:  Scholastic Press.


(comparing animals and people-how far, how large, etc.)

Schwartz, David M.  (2003).  Millions to measure.  New York:  Scholastic.
Sundby, Scott.  (2000).  Cut down to size at high noon.  New York:  Scholastic.  (scale drawing)
Van Allsburg, Chris.  (1988).  Two bad ants.  New York:  Houghton Mifflin Company.  (scale drawing)

Time and Money

Adams, Barbara J.  (1992).  The go-around dollar.  New York:  Simon & Schuster.  

Allen, Nancy K.  (1999).  Once upon a dime.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge Publishing.

Axelrod, Amy.  (1997).  Pigs in the pantry:  Fun with math and cooking.  New York:  


Aladdin Paperbacks.

Axelrod, Amy.  (1994).  Pigs in the pantry:  Fun with math and money.  New York:


Aladdin Paperbacks.  

Brisson, Pat.  (1993).  Benny’s pennies.  New York:  Dell Dragonfly Books.

Burns, Marilyn.  (1990).  The $1.00 word riddle book.  Sausalito, CA:  Math Solutions Publications.  
Carle, Eric.  (1996).  The very grouchy ladybug.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.

Glass, Julie.  (2000).  A dollar for Penny.  New York:  Random House.  
Hoban, Tana.  (1987).  26 letters and 99 cents.  New York:  Greenwillow Books.

Holtzman, Caren.  (1995).  A quarter from the tooth fairy.  New York:  Scholastic.  
Hutchins, Hazel.  (2007).  A second is a hiccup:  A child’s book of time.  New York:  Arthur A. Levine Books.  
Jeunesse, Gallimard.  (1992).  All about time.  New York:  Scholastic Inc.
Leedy, Loreen.  (2002).  Follow the money!  New York:  Holiday House.  
Medearis, Angela S.  (1993).  Picking peas for a penny.  New York:  Scholastic.  

Mills, Elizabeth.  (2005).  Tick-tock sharks.  New York:  Scholastic.  

Murphy, Stuart J.  (2002).  Sluggers’ car wash.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.

Murphy, Stuart J.  (1998).  The penny pot.  New York:  Harper Trophy.  
Nagda, Ann W. and Bickel, Cindy.  (2002).  Chimp math: Learning about time from a baby chimpanzee.  New York:  Henry Holt and Company.  
Neuschwander, Cindy.  (2002).  The chocolate champs.  New York:  Scholastic.  (money)

Pilegard, Virginia.  (2006).  The warlord’s alarm.  Gretna, LA:  Pelican Publishing. (time)
Schwartz, David M.  (1989).  If you made a million.  New York:  Mulberry. 

Sierra, Judy.  (2007).  What time is it Mr. Crocodile?  New York:  Scholastic. 
Viorst, Judith.  (1978).  Alexander, who used to be rich last Sunday.  New York:


Scholastic.

Williams, Rozanne. (2001).  The coin counting book.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge.  
Negative Numbers

Murphy, Stuart J.  (2003).  Less than zero.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.

Upper Elementary
Ellis, Julie.  (2004).  What’s your angle, Pythagoras?  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge


Publishing.  (Pythagorean Theorem)

Fitzgerald, Theresa R.  (2005).  Math dictionary for kids:  The essential guide to math terms, strategies and tables.  Waco, TX:  Prufrock Press.  (Grades 4-9)

Long, Lynette.  (2006).  Painless algebra.  Hauppauge, New York:  Barron’s.  (Grades 5  & up)
Monroe, Eula.  (2006).  Math dictionary: The easy, simple, fun guide to help math phobics become math lovers..  New York:  Boyds Mills Press.  (Grades 4 & up)
Schwartz, David M.  (1998).  G is for googol.  Berkeley, CA:  Tricycle Press.  (alphabet book of mathematical terms)
Large Numbers/Place Value/Number Systems 

Adler, David.  (1977).  Roman numerals.  New York:  Thomas Y. Crowell.  
Clemens, Andrew.  (2006).  A million dots.  New York:  Simon & Schuster.  

Friedman, Aileen.  (1995).  The king’s commissioners.  New York:  Scholastic.

Ga’g, Wanda.  (1928).  Millions of cats.  New York:  Penguin Putnam Books.

Neuschwander, Cindy.  (2009).  Sir Cumference and all the king’s tens.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge.  
Nolan, Helen.  (1995).  How much, how many, how far, how heavy, how long, how tall is 1000?

New York:  Scholastic.

Pallotta, Jerry.  (2003).  Count to a million.  New York:  Scholastic.

Pilegard, Virginia W.  (2001).  The warlord’s beads.  Gretna, LA:  Pelican Publishing.  
Schmandt-Besserat, Denise. (1999). The history of counting.  New York:  Scholastic. 

Schwartz, David M.  (1985).  How much is a million?  New York:  Scholastic.

Schwartz, David M.  (2001).  On beyond a million:  An amazing math journey.  New 
York:  Dragonfly Books.  
Decimals

Daniels, Teri.  (2001).  Math man.  New York:  Scholastic.

Murphy, Stuart J.  (2002).  Sluggers’ car wash.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.

Neuschwander, Cindy.  (2002).  The chocolate champs.  New York:  Scholastic.  

Percentage

Murphy, Stuart J.  (2003).  The Grizzly Gazette.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers. 

Pallotta, Jerry.  (2001).  Twizzlers percentages book.  New York:  Scholastic.
Ratio/Proportion

Pilegard, Virginia W.  (2000).  The warlord’s puppeteers.  Gretna, LA:  Pelican Publishing.

Sundby, Scott.  (2000).  Cut down to size at high noon.  New York:  Scholastic.  (scale drawing)
Van Allsburg, Chris.  (1988).  Two bad ants.  New York:  Houghton Mifflin Company.  (scale drawing)

Graphing
Leedy, Loreen.  (2005).  The great graph contest.  New York:  Holiday House.  
Murphy, Stuart J.  (1998).  Lemonade for sale.  New York:  Harper Collins Publishers.

Nagda, Ann W. and Bickel, Cindy.  (2000).  Tiger math:  Learning to graph from a baby 
tiger. New York:  Scholastic.  

Ochiltree, Dianne.  (1999).  Bart’s amazing charts.  New York:  Scholastic.  
Patterns and Logic Puzzles (Algebra)
Anno, Mitsumasa.  (1995).  Anno’s magic seeds.  New York:  Penguin Putnam Books.
Base, Graeme.  (2006).  Uno’s garden.  New York:  Abrams Books for Young Readers.  
Birch, David.  (1988).  The king’s chessboard.  New York:  Penguin Group.  
Demi.  (1997).  One grain of rice.  New York:  Scholastic Press. 

Hume, Joy N.  (1991).  Sea squares.  New York:  Hyperion Books.  (perfect squares)

McCallum, Ann.  (2007).  Rabbits, rabbits, everywhere:  A Fibonacci tale.  Watertown, 
MA:  Charlesbridge.  
Murphy, Frank.  (2001).  Ben Franklin and the magic squares.  New York:  
Scholastic.

Neuschwander, Cindy.  (2007).  Patterns in Peru:  An adventure in patterning.  New York:  Henry Holt and Co.  
Permutations
Anno, Mitsumasa.  (1999).  Anno’s mysterious multiplying jar.  New York:  Putnam Juvenile Books.
Probability
Einhorn, Edward.  (2008).  A very improbable story.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge.  

Leedy, Loreen.  (2007).  It’s probably Penny.  New York:  Henry Holt.  
Murphy, Stuart J.  (2001).  Probably pistachio.  New York:  Harper Collins.

Statistics
Fraser, Don.  (1999).  Stats math made fun:  It all adds up to a Stanley Cup!  New York:  


Somerville House.  
